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President’s Letter

The shing shacks have disappeared and the ice on the lakes is starting to break
up. Signals that another wonderful season on the water is almost here. The ve
Sandhill cranes that ew over on their way to Grass River raise hopes even higher.

Please remember that the mission of TLA is to preserve the water quality in our
lakes and streams and to advise our communities how to accomplish this. Virtually
all of our efforts in developing the predictive water quality model have aimed di-
rectly at this target. We have received support from all of the other area lake, river,
and watershed organizations to accomplish this. Please consider supporting these
worthy organizations as well:

Torch Lake Protective Alliance (TLPA) - The mission of this organizationis to
preserve the beauty of Torch Lake and its watershed and protect its environment for
the enjoyment of all. We accomplish this mission through education, advocacy, sup-
porting legislation, and as a last resort through litigation. TLPA has tackled many
tough property rights questions: the Torch Lake sandbar, irresponsible and illegal
boat mooring, excessive boat noise, and riparian rights. TLPA has contributed mon-
ey to assist TLA in developing the predictive water quality models. The outgoing
TLA Vice-President, Ray Ludwa, is the TLPA Executive Director.

Grass River Natural Area (GRNA) - GRNA focuses on the preservation of
an undeveloped natural area bordering Grass River and on environmental educa-
tion. They have an active summer seminar and education program for children and
adults. They cooperate with TLA and TLPA to sponsor joint environmental educa-
tional events like In the Drink and Up the Creek .

Grand Traverse Bay Watershed Center (TWC) - TWC based in Traverse City
focuses on the impact of all waterways that drain into Grand Traverse Bay including
the Elk River Chain-of-Lakes. They foster coordination and collaboration between
various lake organizations and governmental of cials. TWC has a state recognized

strategic and management plan for the entire Grand Trav-

ers Bay watershed. This strategic plan was essential

vy e for TLAs application for the M-DEQ grants it

. has received for the last two years and TWC

M provided the use of their tugboat for water
{ v ‘ sampling on Torch during the 2005 winter
-
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season.
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Call for Volunteers

Lake Bellaire and Clam Lake
Water Quality Model Forum

Leadership Changes

TLA Continues Collaborations
With Grand Traverse Bay
Watershed Center

TLA To Summarize Water
Quality Info for Township Boards

DeWitt’s Marine Expansion
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TLA Calendar

Safe Drinking Water Assured

The Mission of the Three Lakes Association
is to provide leadership to preserve, protect,
and improve the environmental quality of
the chain of lakes watershed

for all generations.
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